
 
 

 

 

Collective worship policy 

 

Aims and Purpose: 

 

According to the 1988 Education Reform Act and reiterated in the 1996 Education Act,  

collective worship should be beneficial to the whole school community. It should therefore 

aim to bring the school community together, in an attitude of reverence and reflection. 

Creating effective and meaningful collective worship involves paying attention to:   

● the importance of atmosphere,  

● the promotion of spiritual (not synonymous with religious), moral, social and cultural 

development. This may include a recognition of the uniqueness of each individual, 

helping pupils to develop the capacity to transcend the limitations of the physical 

world   

● helping to lift the horizons of pupils beyond the materialistic  

● being creative 

● considering ultimate questions about the meaning of life in general and pupils’ own 

lives in particular, developing positive attitudes and hope.  

 

 The expectation is that school worship will be inclusive, participative, challenging and 

educational, drawing on a wide range of religious traditions without compromising the 

religious or non-religious backgrounds of pupils (and staff), whilst giving those for whom 

it is appropriate the opportunity to worship God. 

 

Our approach: 

 

At Thornaby Academy, we schedule weekly assemblies for each cohort. We have an agreed 

protocol as follows: 

 



Aims We will 

Understanding of 
importance of 
atmosphere 

● Enter assembly quietly and respectfully, in alphabetical order, 
sitting together as a tutor group, with our tutor. 

● Be respectful to those presenting and those sitting around us.  

Develop SMSC ● Include  music, images, quotes which inspire 
● Incorporate and celebrate cultural customs/religious festivals 

where relevant 
● Include moral theme 

Lift students’ horizons 
beyond the material 

● Have aspirational themes that focus on personal goals and 
dreams and how to develop into ‘doing more’ and ‘being more’ 

Be creative ● Regularly schedule student-led assemblies, whereby tutor 
groups are responsible for planning and delivering the 
assemblies to their peers. 

Develop positive 
attitudes and hope 

● Include celebration of each other’s achievements and 
successes, including attendance 

● Create opportunities for competition and challenge 
● Include themes that explore overcoming challenges, how to 

manage difficulty and risk 

 

 

Other Provision: 

 

We are proud that our community is multi-faith and we are always willing to make provision 

for students who wish to worship on a daily basis. We make available a quiet space for daily 

prayer upon request.  

We also mark special occasions, such as Remembrance Day, with in-class reflections and 

two-minute silence.  

 

Right to withdraw: 

 

Parents are able to pull their children out of collective worship by drawing on the 

1996 Education Act, which states that a parent can request that for their child to be 

wholly or partly excused from religious education and religious worship in the 

school. 

 

If you wish to withdraw your child from collective worship, you need to make such a 

request in writing to the Headteacher, so that suitable alternate arrangements can be 

made. 

 


