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1. Scope 

This addendum applies until further notice. 

It sets out changes and exceptions to our normal behaviour policy. Students, parents and 
staff should continue to follow our normal behaviour policy with respect to anything not 
covered in this addendum. 

We may need to amend or add to this addendum as circumstances or official guidance 
changes. We will communicate any changes to staff, parents and students. 

 

2. Expectations for students in school 

2.1 New rules 

When students are in school, we expect them to follow all of the rules set out below to keep 
themselves and the rest of the school community safe. 

Staff will be familiar with these rules and make sure they are followed consistently.  

Parents should also read the rules and ensure that their children follow the new procedures 
that have been put in place. Parents should contact the relevant Learning Manager if they 
think their child might not be able to comply with some or all of the rules, so we can 
consider alternative arrangements with them and support them to integrate back into 
school life. 

 

Year Group Bubbles & Movement Around the Building 

 

 Each year group will be organised into year group Bubbles and will 
remain in that Bubble and away from others throughout the school 
day 

 Classrooms furniture has been rearranged to promote Social 
Distancing so that all students will face the front of the classroom 

 Teaching and Support staff will maintain Social Distancing during 
lessons and at social times 



 A one-way system around the school has been implemented.  
Students must follow the floor markings and one-way systems 
throughout the Academy, and the demarcations into the Academy. 

 Students will remain in one particular area or Zone of the school.  To 
minimise movement, staff rather than students will move classroom 

 Different ICT rooms and specialist subject rooms have been 
designated for every Bubble 

 

Entrance and Exit 

 

 Routines for arriving, entering and leaving school will be different. 
Each year group will use a different entrance and exit.  Where the 
same entrance points are used for different year groups, each year 
group will have a different start and finish time.  

 Students will only be able to access the building at their designated 
time; there will be no opportunity to gather in the main building 
before school starts therefore it is important that students arrive at 
the right time 

 Students must go directly to their designated learning space through 
their designated entrance.  There will not be opportunity to gather in 
the dining hall  

 

Social Times 

 

 Start and finish times, break times and lunchtimes have been 
staggered to ensure that students remain in their Bubble and do not 
mix with other Bubbles 

 Students will be expected to continue to adhere to Social Distancing 
rules during social times  

 Students must wash their hands or use hand sanitiser before and after 
every break and lunchtime 

 

Good Hygiene & Equipment 

 

 Hand sanitiser is provided throughout the Academy and students are 
encouraged to use this but they may also bring their own. 

 Students are expected to wear full uniform and bring their own 
stationery; this must not be shared with others outside your 
household. 



 Face masks are expected to be worn in communal areas and are 
compulsory on public transport. 

 Different toilet and washing facilities have been designated for every 
Bubble  

 There will be regular opportunities for hand washing throughout the 
day.  Students must wash their hands or use hand sanitiser upon 
arrival to school and before they leave. 

 Hand sanitisers have been placed in every Zone.  Students must wash 
their hands or use hand sanitiser when they leave their Zone and 
when they re-enter their Zone this includes before and after every 
break and lunchtime. 

 Antibacterial wipes and tissues are available in every classroom and 
students must follow the ‘Catch it, Kill it, Bin it’ rule. 

 

Public Transport 

 

 For students who use public transport, the guidance encourages 
parents and students to consider alternatives such as walking or 
cycling. This is because there will be limited space on public transport 
due to social distancing measures on public transport 

 Face masks are compulsory on public transport  

 When students arrive at school they are expected to wear face masks 
in communal areas  

 Students must use hand sanitiser on entry to the school building. 

 

Suspected or Confirmed Covid-19 Cases 

 

 If you child or anyone in your household is symptomatic, you must 
not send your child into school.  Your household must self-isolate – 
this is 10 days for the person with symptoms and 10 days for the rest 
of the household.   Please notify the Academy as soon as possible if 
your child, or someone in your household, has a suspected or 
confirmed case of Covid-19 

 If anyone in your household is displaying Covid-19 symptoms, you will 
need to arrange a test and inform the Academy of the result as soon 
as possible 

 Should a child report symptoms of Covid-19 whilst in school, he or she 
will be isolated immediately and supervised by a member of staff until 
parents/carers are able to collect the child 



 We advise all parents/carers to go through this guidance very 
thoroughly with their child so they understand the consequences of 
presenting at school with any actual or perceived symptoms. 

 

Serious incidents 

While current measures are in place the following will be deemed as serious incidents:  

 Refusal to follow safety measures including but not limited to wearing 
a face mask, social distancing, hand washing, movement around the 
building and interaction with others. 

 Leaving the classroom without permission and/or entering none 
designated areas without permission. 

 Deliberately coughing, sneezing or spitting at another person. 

 In an extreme case where restraint is needed, this will be carried out 
by trained staff members, wearing PPE if possible. Parents/carers will 
be called to take their child home. There will be a discussion with 
parents/carers and a member of the Senior Leadership team as to 
whether it is safe for their child to be in school – considering the 
needs of the child, other children and adults. If necessary, the school 
will exclude. 

 

2.2 Rewards and sanctions for following rules 

To help encourage students to follow the above rules, we will praise and reward students 
using the Academy wide initiatives when consistently demonstrating respectful and 
appropriate behaviour for learning. 

However, if a student wilfully ignores or refuses to follow instructions relating to safety 
measures they will immediately be moved to a separate area. Parents/carers may be called 
to collect their child. A member of the senior leadership team will discuss with parents 
whether it is possible to keep the student safe in school during the period of social 
distancing. If the school’s senior leadership decides that it cannot keep the student safe 
and/or other students/adults may be put at risk by the student attending, then parents 
should expect that their child will not be able to attend school during this time. If necessary, 
the school will exclude. 

 

2.3 Changed rules  

 From 8th March 2021 all students will be required to attend school 
and have an attendance level of 96% or above as set out in the 
Thornaby Academy Attendance Policy. If there are issues regarding 
this and or support is required parents/carers should contact the 
appropriate Learning Manager or a member of the Attendance Team 
as soon as possible. 



 From 8th March 2021, all students must wear uniform to school and 
follow normal school rules on uniform as set out in the Thornaby 
Academy Uniform Policy. If students cannot wear their full uniform, 
parents should contact the appropriate Learning Manager. Otherwise, 
explain your rules on uniform from September. 

 

3. Expectations for students at home 

3.1 Virtual learning rules 

If students are not in school, we expect them to follow all of the rules set out below. 

Parents should also read the rules and ensure their children follow them. Parents should 
contact the Academy if they think their child might not be able to comply with some or all of 
the rules, so we can consider alternative arrangements with them and support them with 
their learning. 

 

Student Expectations 

  Be contactable during required times  

 Complete work to the deadline set by teachers 

 Seek help if they need it, from teachers or teaching assistants 

 Alert teachers if they’re not able to complete work 

 Use proper online conduct, such as using appropriate language in messages 

 During virtual lessons cameras to be turned on to check attendance and for the 
completion of registers. 

 

3.2 Dealing with problems 

If there are any problems with students adhering to rules around virtual learning, including 
if they don’t engage with the remote learning set for them, we will inform, address and 
discuss with parents and carers.  

During virtual lessons the following procedures will be adopted; 
 
First incident of what would be deemed low level disruption, the student will be given a 
verbal warning. 
 
Any further issues the student will be dismissed from the virtual platform and this will be 
logged on class charts as a VLR (Virtual Lesson Removal) and parents informed. 
 
If it is a first incident but deemed more serious than low level disruption, students will be 
dismissed from the virtual platform immediately and logged on class charts as a VLR and 
parents informed. 
 



 

4. Monitoring arrangements 

We will review this policy as guidance from the local authority or Department for Education 

is updated, and as a minimum every 4 weeks by the Assistant Principal for Behaviour and 

Attendance.    

 

5. Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 Child protection policy 

 Behaviour policy  

 Health and safety policy 

 Attendance policy 

 Uniform policy 


