Summer Term 2018

TheUpdate

Welcome from the Principal
Welcome to the summer update from Thornaby Academy. There have been lots of exciting and successful
developments which I am delighted to share with you.
One of the highlights in the spring term was the Science Fair. Building on the success of last year, every Year 8
student took part in the project. They worked independently on an investigation into a field of their own choice
and presented their work at a Science fair enjoyed by parents, pupils from local primary schools and Thornaby
Mayor, Steve Walmsley. The work was of such a high calibre in terms of scientific content and communication that
they have been entered for a nationally recognised CREST award run by the British Science Association. We look
forward to finding out the final results of this award later this term.
Key Stage 3 students were equally impressive when they worked with a team of staff and students from Durham
University as part of the nationally run programme, ‘The Brilliant Club’. Our highest-attaining students paid a visit
to the University and took part in research to write their own dissertation. All students taking part were successful
and to celebrate their achievements, a special presentation will take place at Thornaby Academy on Friday 15
June. Mrs Griffiths, Assistant Principal commented on the commitment and enthusiasm of all the students that
took part. She said: “The Brilliant Club has allowed our scholars the opportunity to explore new topics and
subjects outside of the curriculum, developing a new found understanding and skillset. It is wonderful to
celebrate the students’ work and we are immensely proud of all their achievements.”
In April, one of our Year 8 sporting heroes, Eve, won through to the Table Tennis national finals held in
Wolverhampton. During the group stages, Eve beat three of her four competitors and made it through to the
quarter-finals. This is an amazing achievement, especially for one so young. We are extremely proud of her and
look forward to following Eve’s progress next year as we know she will go from strength to strength.
This term we will welcome new additions to our Thornaby ‘family’. On Monday 2 July, Y6 students begin their
transition from primary school pupils to Year 7 Thornaby Academy students. This year, Year 6 students will enjoy
a three week transition period so that they really get to know their new school. Starting a new school can be
daunting so during this extended transition, students will have longer to get used to their timetable, work with
their new teachers, become familiar with their surroundings and adapt to the routines. They will also take part in
a range of activities to get to know one another and settle in quickly before they start Year 7 in September.
As new students join us, it is that time of year when we have to say a fond farewell to others. Year 11 students
leave Thornaby Academy at the end of June as they begin a new chapter in their lives. I have been thoroughly
impressed by the hard work, effort and commitment they have shown in preparing for their exams. They have
worked with staff during holidays, twilight sessions after school and have even come into school on Saturdays
and Sundays. I am sure you will join me in wishing them every success in their exams. We look forward to sharing
their results with them on Thursday 23 August.
I have given you a flavour of some of the exciting developments that are taking place at Thornaby Academy.
Please visit our website www.tltrust.org/thornaby-academy to hear about our news and events and remember,
you are always welcome.
Donna Butcher, Principal of Thornaby Academy

The Scholars Programme
In December 2017, twelve gifted Y9 students were selected to take part in
the Scholars Programme run by the educational charity The Brilliant Club.
These pupils were selected due to their maturity, determination and enthusiasm to succeed. The pupils involved are: Sanjida, Jude, Chloe, Harvey,
Ashley, Sophie, Luke, Keelan, Ellie, Lily, Xander and Ciaran.
The Brilliant club works to increase the number of pupils from
under-represented backgrounds progressing to highly selective universities, by
training PhD researchers to share their academic expertise with the pupils. The
programme involves two trips to highly selective universities and six in-school
tutorials.
Pupils then finish the course by producing an assignment which is marked using
criteria from the key stage above the current student levels. They are then
awarded a university style grade and provided with one-to-one feedback to
allow them to reflect on and improve their performance.
It was with great enthusiasm that the group attended the launch day of the
programme on Thursday 11 January 2018 and were introduced to the title of
their project ‘How to train your Microbe’. The launch day proved a great success,
introducing the students to university life through:
•
A tour of Durham University
•
A study skills session
•
The chance to meet and ask questions of current university students
•
Advice and guidance from the university
•
The first tutorial with their PhD tutor
Upon returning to the Academy the students then began their weekly tutorial sessions, with Andrea Giachino,
who is currently studying for a PhD in Biosciences at Newcastle University. These involved studying unfamiliar,
university level resources and literature and working as a group to find answers to questions and present and
interpret the new information. After each session a weekly homework activity was set which involved collecting
together the ideas learnt and researching new information to produce an independent report for submission to
and marking by Andrea Giachino, the PhD tutor.
Each tutorial was followed up with some feedback from Andrea directly to the pupils themselves.
The final hurdle for the students to overcome was the submission of their final assignment of 2000 words in
March. Andrea eagerly awaited these reports and we looked forward to celebrating the success of all the pupils
upon completion and graduation from the Programme at Newcastle University.

Learning to row with
Tees Rowing Club
Nine students, both male and female
across Y7-Y10 are taking part in a 10 week
course learning how to row.
The course, led by the Tees Rowing Club
runs between April and June. There is a
mixture of circuit training, work/technique
development on the ergo and students will
eventually be rowing on the water!

Tomorrow’s Engineers
Since November, the robotics club at Thornaby Academy has been
engineering and coding Lego Mindstorm robots in preparation for
the Tomorrow’s Engineers Robotics Challenge Competition on
Friday 9 February 2018. They have been working collaboratively on
connecting various motors and sensors to an intelligent ‘brick’ and
using EV3 software to program these to achieve specific tasks.
During the competition, teams had to take part in a series of challenges
including the challenge mat. The challenge mat consists of an airbase
and the team have to collect engines, move planes and retrieve
humanitarian aid just using their Lego robot. Then they had to climb a
steep ramp and race as fast as possible over a 4m track.
They also had an unseen team challenge to complete, prepare and
deliver two presentations to the judges, who were RAF officers and
engineers from Baker Hughs GE.
The team worked very well together and impressed the judges,
building a high self-supporting tower of paper, and they built the
second highest tower.
In the speed challenge the gears on the robot slipped more than they
had in training so they feverishly re-engineered the robot and it went
extremely fast, but also veered off the track being saved by a
quick-handed student catch!
The challenge mat proved to be an extreme challenge and the team
needed all their resilience to work together to finish as many
challenges as possible.
The research presentation was where the team shone and they achieved the winning score for this part of the
competition and came home with a trophy and certificate for the Academy. Their idea was developing a remote
control robot doctor/teacher to engage with people in remote or disaster prone areas enabling one doctor and
teacher to potentially work in several remote areas without being limited to living in one of them.
The team were delighted with their win and are determined to go back next year for another challenge and the
chance to retain our victory.

There’s no hold your horses here!
In September, the following Y7 & 8 students started riding at a
local horse riding school and have continued since. This has led
to them gaining a Basic Certificate in Horse Management and
Riding.
Congratulations Maddie, Mia, Scott, Bayden, Xander, Emily and
Leah!

Eve competes in National Finals
We have followed Eve on her table tennis journey so far and on Saturday 21
April 2018 at Aldersley Leisure Village, Wolverhampton, Eve Y8 competed
in the Butterfly School Individual Championships National Finals.
She travelled down Friday afternoon with her parents, stayed over night
before for better preparation, was up at 6.00am and at the venue by 8.30am.
In the group stage, Eve beat three of her four competitors. From this, Eve
made it to the quarter finals stage and played against Amy but unfortunately
lost 3-1.
“I am so pleased with my performance on the day, I have played Amy many
times and never come this close to beating her.” – Eve Y8
“I am so proud of Eve, she has really upped her game and put so much effort
into the sport over the last 18 months and deserved to get through to the
National Finals, she is a credit to the Academy.” – Miss Naylor
Well done Eve, we are all so proud of you!

Annual Science Fair returns to Thornaby
Students at Thornaby Academy celebrated British Science Week with their
second annual Science Fair.
Following on from the success of the last year’s Science Fair, the current Year 8
students rose to the challenge of showcasing their own scientific talent. As with
last year, the brief the students were given was to, ‘research and communicate an
area of science that you find interesting.’ Yet again our students didn’t disappoint.
Every Year 8 student was involved in researching their area of interest, often in
their own time and communicating their work verbally and visually to a diverse
audience. This year the students presented their work to the Mayor of Thornaby, to
pupils from two primary schools, Badger Hill and Thornaby Church of England, to
other students from Thornaby and to parents and carers.
The topics on display included: creating electricity from fruit; what would happen
if the sun ran out of fuel; how stars are formed; the importance of aerodynamics;
how to live with Type-1 Diabetes; how diamonds are made; using models to
explain the structure of the atom; designing the best rocket and many, many more.
The imagination of the students was endless.
As well as being entertaining and informative, the standard of the Science was so
impressive that all work is being entered for a CREST award. This is awarded by the
British Science Association and recognises outstanding effort in promoting and
communicating science. We wish all the students the very best with this.
Mrs Butcher, Principal of Thornaby Academy said: “An enormous thank you to the
Science team is well deserved. They have been supporting and challenging our
students to be the best they can be and that was never more evident than during
the Science Fair.”

Entire nation challenged to step up for Sport Relief

Thornaby Academy has joined a host of famous faces as the
nation comes together to beat an epic one billion steps a day,
every day, for Sport Relief.
Sport Relief was back and for the first time ever every corner of
the UK has been home to a challenge as the whole nation came
together to beat one billion steps a day, every day, for the week.
Running, dancing, dog walking or Zumba-ing all counted
towards the step total as the nation has joined together to raise
money and help vulnerable people, across the UK and the world,
to live happier, healthier and safer lives.
Thornaby Academy has contributed as an Academy running
during their PE lessons. Students were asked to wear non PE
uniform, (preferably fancy dress or as much red as possible of
course!) and run around the Academy field as many times as
possible.
The total number of miles completed as a school was 632 miles
and Thornaby Academy has also raised £161 for Sport Relief.
The following students will be receiving an Easter egg for being
the best dressed – Brynley Y8, Adam Y10 and James Y9.

Stockton School Games
On Wednesday 16 May 2018, more than 20
students represented Thornaby Academy
at Stockton School Games.
Competing in girls cycling, boys cycling,
boys futsal and mixed dodgeball, the
students performed brilliantly, showing
great team spirit and sportsmanship.

A cut above the rest
The Academy welcomed John from
Roberts Family Butchers in Thornaby on
Wednesday 21 March 2018 to host a
masterclass
with
our
Y10
Food
Preparation and Nutrition students.
The students showed great determination
and excellent knife skills to successfully
portion the chickens to be used in a range
of dishes.
We’ve already made marinated chicken
drumsticks, which went down a treat! The
students created some delicious marinades
using a range of flavours. It was amazing!

