Spring Term 2018

TheUpdate

Welcome from the Principal
Welcome to the latest update from Thornaby Academy. We have had a very busy and exciting start to 2018.
Without exception, our students never fail to impress and prove to us on a daily basis that the sky is the limit. This
was never more in evidence than when a group of Y9 students visited Kielder Observatory for the evening to learn
all about the night sky. Students were able to see a range of constellations from Andromeda, our nearest galaxy,
to Polaris. They even learnt how to identify constellations with the naked eye and have been busy sharing their
new-found knowledge with their peers in lessons.
In February, a group of students took part in a local Robotics competition. Our budding engineers had been
working tirelessly on designing and building their robot in preparation for the challenge; that hard work did not
go to waste (or malfunction)! Our students were extremely successful, despite some minor hiccups during the
robot race. The judges, however, were very impressed and the students’ research led to them winning a
well-deserved trophy. The team were delighted with their win and are determined to go back next year for
another challenge and the chance to retain their victory.
This term every one of our students took part in Respect Day, an opportunity for our young people to learn about
current issues, both local and global, that impact on all of us. Our younger students visited Tees Valley Wildlife
Trust to gain a greater understanding of the environment. As part of the event, students put into practice their
creative skills by designing and building an insect hotel. Students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity and told
us how they could not wait to install the hotel in their own garden; I am sure they will have lots of guests relishing
their hospitality.
Our older students took part in a series of workshops led by the charity, Evaluate, on the importance of creating
and sustaining healthy relationships as they progress through their formative years. Later in the afternoon,
students also had the opportunity to take part in activities provided by the PSHE Association on ‘Understanding
and Preventing Extremism’. Students had the chance to challenge extremist views, discuss vulnerable aspects
within our society and consider the benefits of community-based support and its impact.
This term, a group of History students had the opportunity to visit Stockton Sixth Form College to listen to the
first-hand experiences of a holocaust survivor. Students were deeply moved by the talk and took the opportunity
to ask poignant questions about one of the 20th Century’s darkest moments. Other History students delved
further back through time by researching, designing and creating their own castle as part of a school project. The
results were outstanding: large-scale, hand-crafted and ingenious recreations could just about battle their way
through our doors. Mrs White, Head of History, was delighted with them, particularly the castle chocolate cake
which was enjoyed and appreciated by all of those who took part.
In late February, Thornaby Academy hosted a visit from local MP, Dr Paul Williams. Dr
Williams met with staff and students and even took part in a ‘Question Time’ panel where
he responded to a range of thought-provoking, political questions from a group of Y10
students. Dr Williams was asked about his views on educational reforms; Brexit and the
implications for our community; NHS waiting lists and his impact since being elected in
2017. The students were fantastic, especially when they too had the opportunity to voice
their mature and measured opinions.
This year we continue to build on our successes. To support us on our journey to
outstanding, we have a new addition to the Thornaby staff team, Ms Laura Redman,
Teacher of ICT. Ms Redman brings her expertise, experience and enthusiasm to continue to
support our young people to be the best they can be.
I look forward to keeping you up-to-date on all the exciting
developments at Thornaby Academy. Please visit our website
www.thornabyacademy.tltrust.org to hear about our news and events
and remember, you are always welcome.
Donna Butcher, Principal of Thornaby Academy

Thornaby Academy awarded Champion School
status by National Citizen Service
National Citizen Service (NCS) has awarded ‘Champion School’
status to Thornaby Academy, who have been recognised
alongside schools across the country for their commitment to,
and work with, the flagship youth programme.
The award of Champion School status has been given to only those
schools that have exceeded expectations in promoting the
programme as well as recruiting students to take part.
Open to all young people, regardless of circumstances or additional
needs, NCS focuses on three core principles of social cohesion,
social engagement and social mobility, all of which have benefits
not just to the participants but to communities and society as a
whole.
Parents of the teens who take part repeatedly comment on the
positive effect NCS has on their children, including increased
confidence levels and independence. In addition, the teachers at
Champion Schools have praised the impact NCS has had on so
many of their pupils, and the knock on benefits to the school.
Ms Heaton, Head of House / Careers Coordinator at Thornaby Academy says: “As soon as more of our students
started to attend the NCS programme, we started to see the positive impact right across the Academy. NCS
provides a wonderful opportunity for young people, and a very tangible way for pupils to enhance their CVs for
college, work and life. We look forward to continuing to work closely with NCS to give many more of our students
the chance to get involved.”
Earlier this year, a social impact report using data from UCAS revealed that young people who take part in NCS are
significantly more likely to get into university. Higher education participation rates for NCS grads was on average
12% higher than for non-NCS graduates, and there was an almost 50% increase in higher education participation
for the most disadvantaged young people.
Current Year 11 students can now sign up to the summer 2018 NCS programme. Places are already filling up fast.
Students or parents should visit NCSNORTHEAST.co.uk or call 0191 247 4020 to reserve a place.

Premier League Enterprise Challenge 2017/18

A huge congratulations to Savine, Hannah, Alisha and James for
participating in the Middlesbrough Football Club Foundation’s heat of
the Premier League Enterprise Challenge 2017/18, on Thursday 14
December 2017, at the Riverside Stadium.
The Premier League’s Executive Chairman, Richard Scudamore, set the
challenge, which required students to develop initiatives to encourage
diversity among the club’s fan base to make attending a match a more
enjoyable experience.
The students developed and presented their idea of ‘Youth Club@MFC’,
which aimed to target teenagers aged 13-17 years, to the panel of judges
that included former England player, Gary Pallister. Despite not winning,
the students delivered a confident pitch, with some excellent financial
analysis.

The spirit of giving
At the start of the festive season, staff and students at Thornaby Academy decided to
collect food and essential household items for the local community. The extremely kind
and generous donations were overwhelming!
The bags of donations included tinned foods, cereals, shampoo, tea, coffee and even some
cash donations too. The donations were delivered to Thornaby Food Bank, the week before
Christmas which will have helped to support the community over the holiday period.
Thank you to everyone who was involved and helped make it a huge success to show how
much we really value our community!

Respect Day 2
Respect Day 2 welcomed Joe Winterschladen from the charity Evaluate, who
delivered ‘Relationships and Sex’ workshops to our Y8 and Y11 students.
The main focus was understanding the values, and qualities needed for a healthy
relationship. Discussions focused on personal stories, the benefits of delaying sex,
information on STIs, contraception and pregnancy. The workshops really helped to
empower students and equip them with the necessary information needed to make
informed choices about their life and their relationships. A student survey highlighted
student appreciation of the workshop.
Y7 students undertook a visit to Tees Valley Wildlife Trust in which they learnt about the
‘Outside World and the Environment We Live In’. Students developed their enterprising
skills, working in teams to plan and build dens using specific materials and displayed
their creativity in making insect hotels.
“Building dens with our friends was great fun, we had to use problem solving skills to
make sure our dens were waterproof and would remain standing for a long period of
time.” – Alisha
“I enjoyed coming up with my own design for my insect hotel. I can’t wait to put it in my
garden and see what bugs start living there!” – Scott
The remaining year groups undertook ‘Understanding and Preventing Extremism’
workshops. The overall aim was to raise awareness of terrorism and extremism and how
these can be prevented by supporting those vulnerable people. Students undertook a
range of activities provided by the PSHE Association that challenged terrorism and
extremist views, identified those who may be vulnerable to being ‘drawn in’ to
extremist views and the benefits of community based support.

The sky is the limit – Future astronomers amongst us
On Thursday 9 November 2017, three schools including Thornaby Academy were
invited by Stockton Sixth Form College to a trip to Kielder Observatory for the evening
to learn about the night sky, constellations and much more.
When we arrived, there was a lecture style lesson that informed us about everything that
happens at the observatory and some background information about telescopes, stars and
constellations. We were then split into groups for a tour of the observatory and were given
the opportunity to learn about and use multiple (extremely expensive!) telescopes.
The observatory inspired many questions from the students. Many stars and constellations were seen such as
Capella, Polaris and we even saw the nearest galaxy, Andromeda. Outside, we were shown how to spot
constellations with the naked eye. The amount we could see was particularly amazing as they have one of the
darkest skies in Europe. Written by Katie Y10 Thornaby Academy student

Y7 Squashed Tomato Crest Awards
At the start of the year, all Y7 students took part in the ‘Squashed
Tomato Challenge’. The students had to design and build their
own method of safely transporting tomatoes from a height of one
metre across a two metre gap without directly touching them.
As well as being a fun group activity, the challenge had a more
serious design and engineering aspect to it. The year group was
given the opportunity to work in their own time to produce a
document detailing the evolution of their design, how they
overcame problems and how they worked together as a team. This
extra work was submitted to the British Science Association for consideration for their Crest Awards. We are
extremely pleased to say that over half of the year group was successful in obtaining a Discovery Crest award for
their extra work and detailed analysis of this Science and Engineering task.
Dr Griffiths, Director of Learning for Science commented that: “This year group shows an excellent spirit and
determination to prove they are amongst the best in the country. For over half the year group to step up and
complete a lengthy engineering report in their own time shows these students have what it takes to be successful
scientists.”

Gaining an insight into real job roles
In November, Y9 students participated in a ‘Raising Aspirations’ event,
working in conjunction with Foundation for Jobs, Inspire2Learn and The
Careers and Enterprise Company.
The event was funded by The Careers and Enterprise Company, who have
strong partnerships with local business & industry sectors, which ensured
the programme being delivered effectively met the needs of our students.

Enterprising spirit at Stockton Sparkles
After delivering a fantastic presentation with festive enterprising ideas
relating to ‘doggie treats’ and ‘bird seed packs’, our students won the Y7
Enterprise Competition, run in collaboration with Stockton Borough Council.
Maddison, Anita, Lilly and Mia, the winning team produced original brand
development, well researched costs and potential profit forecasted.
The students then took their winning concept to the Stockton Sparkles Christmas
Market and completely sold out of products, raising £120.50 in sales revenue.
The students decided to halve their profit between a local chosen charity and
rewarding themselves with a trip to the cinema. Well done girls, true
entrepreneurs!

Faraday Challenge

Six Y8 students were selected to represent
Thornaby Academy at the regional heat of the
National Faraday Challenge, hosted by Macmillan
Academy.
The challenge had a STEM focus and the students
worked all day to solve a series of Science and
Engineering problems, design a new ride for the
sponsors of the event, Thorpe Park, and produce a
working model of part of their ride.
They finished the day presenting their work to the
other groups and event organisers. John-Jay, Kristen,
Eve, Crystal, Reece and Joshua were a great team,
working extremely hard to produce a fantastic
presentation and fully working electronics project to
alert the ride operator to anyone who was not safely
strapped in.
The team had a really good day, enjoying the
experience of working together under pressure to
successfully complete a range of tasks with John-Jay
describing the day as ‘Awesome!’ They were a credit
to the Academy and show our students to be more
than capable of competing against the best students
from other schools in the area.

Table tennis triumph – twice for Eve!
Eve has won the first and second round of the County Schools (North) Individual
Secondary Table Tennis tournament. From this, she will travel to Wolverhampton on
Saturday 21 April 2018 to compete in the Regional round hoping to secure another
win and gain a place at the National finals.
Eve told us: “I am so happy. I have worked so hard this year on many aspects of my game,
I am pleased it is paying off.”

