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Welcome from the Principal
Welcome to the Autumn Update from Thornaby Academy. We are delighted with the positive start our 
students have made to the academic year. They look extremely smart in their uniform and wear them with  
pride.  

New Year 7
I am particularly pleased with the Y7s who have come back into school with a positive attitude and ready to begin 
their secondary school careers after a very successful extended three-week transition. Parents and students alike 
were delighted that there had been the opportunity to settle into school and become accustomed to the routines 
prior to the start of the new term.

Best Ever Results for English/Literature & Science
I am also pleased to tell you about many of the successful GCSE exam results our Y11 students achieved. Despite 
rigorous reforms to exams across all subject areas, we achieved our best results yet in English and Science.   
   •  73% of students secured a pass or better in English
   •  50% of students secured a pass or better in Science with some of our students achieving the top grade 9.  

Fantastic Results for Foundation Subjects
Other highlights included: 
   •  100% pass rate for students taking Health & Fitness
   •  87% pass rate in Business 
   •  83% pass rate in Art
To top it off, more students achieved the EBACC qualification this year than in previous years.

Outstanding Achievements
Naturally, there were individuals who achieved an outstanding set of results, including one young man who 
achieved two grade 9s in Science and a grade 8 in English, Literature, Maths, Geography and Spanish with a 
Distinction * - the highest possible grade - in Business and Health & Fitness.   

I am sure you will join me in congratulating all of Y11 and thanking staff who worked extremely hard to support 
them.  

This year promises to be very exciting as we look forward to building on last year’s successes. To support us on our 
journey to outstanding, we have appointed Miss Diamantidis as Teacher of Business and wish her every success 
in her new role.  

I look forward to keeping you up-to-date on all the exciting developments at Thornaby in the year ahead. Please 
visit our website www.tltrust.org/thornaby-academy to hear about our news and events and remember, you are 
always welcome.
Donna Butcher, Principal of Thornaby Academy 



The daunting Dungeons 
Thornaby Academy Y11 GCSE History students enjoyed a daunting visit to 'The York Dungeons’, where they 
were subjected to past punishments through time: the hideous hook, the tongue-tearer and the wrist screw. 
They were also accused of various crimes and sentenced by a brutal judge and the questionable legal system, 
roleplay of the 1800s. The treasonous Gunpowder Plotters were brought to life and Viking Raiders managed to 
infiltrate the day. A great way to bring the GCSE Crime and Punishment topics to life, or death!

Success for Thornaby students
A truly wonderful day was had by both staff and students 
from Thornaby Academy at The Rediscover Project, Gateshead 
Stadium on Tuesday 3 July 2018.
Lloyds Banking Group invited three teams from Thornaby 
Academy to compete against 200 students from across the North 
East. Working in teams of ten, students created new business 
ideas which incorporated core digital skills. This then allowed 
them to investigate innovative ways to develop their business 
ideas.
Supported by many digital companies, the teams worked hard to 
develop and then present their original ideas, with the best 
teams winning a prize. The day was a huge success, Thornaby 
Academy’s team won and were presented on stage with their 
award.
A special mention goes out to two students, Alfie and Xander, 
who thoroughly impressed the judges with their ideas and won a 
£15 Amazon voucher each.

Two groups of Year 9 students entered the Physics competition held at Stockton 6th Form in July. The brief 
was a 10-minute presentation on any current topic in the world of Physics. With the upcoming trip to CERN in 
November, one group decided to research what a particle accelerator was, and built a demonstration model 
powered by static electricity. The other group discovered they had all had x-rays taken and so were curious 
to find out how these were made in hospital.
Both groups worked on their presentations in their own time, and practiced their presentations in front of each 
other and staff from the science department. This was very valuable and built the confidence of both teams.
On the day the presentations went brilliantly, though the humidity in the sixth form building affected the 
demonstration particle accelerator. Staff from the college asked questions which were answered well and both 
teams were commended for their work and bravery for including jokes in their presentations. One team even 
wrote and included a rap about the Large Hadron Collider at CERN.  This was an excellent opportunity for the 
students to showcase their work and we are very proud of their achievements.

Physics Olympiad



Thornaby Academy Prom 2018 – Gallery included!
Year 11 students returned as a year group to celebrate 
the end of their time at Thornaby Academy at their Prom 
on Wednesday 27 June 2018. Arriving in style to 
Crathorne Hall, dressed in their beautiful ball gowns and 
smart suits, it was a wonderful occasion, not only for the 
students but also for their proud families.
We want to wish them all good luck and best wishes for 
the future.

Thornaby’s Rocket Racers
This year saw an exciting competition at Thornaby 
Academy - making and racing rocket cars! All of Year 7 
were involved in designing, building and racing their 
own rocket-propelled cars. 
The national competition called Race to the Line was run 
by the RAF and has been devised by the engineers 
responsible for designing and making the Bloodhound Car 
– a car they are developing to reach a land speed of over 
1000 mph. In late March, the RAF came to Thornaby 
Academy and raced all of our rocket cars - a truly exciting 
morning that included a drone to take photos of the event. 
Our winning three teams then went into the regional 
school’s final at RAF Leeming in the summer term where 
they faced 80 other teams and had to design and build a 
new car from scratch in only 90 minutes - teachers were 
strictly not allowed to help. Our students did us extremely 
proud and although we did not win the regional final we 
came very close. RAF Sgt Kevin Stannard commented on 
the extremely good manners of our students and told us 
we had the best design for our axle that he had seen 
throughout the entire competition. Well done Year 7!



Rowing on the River Tees
A group of motivated students completed a ‘learn to row’ 
course over the summer term. They attended lessons every 
Monday 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm at Tees Rowing Club and worked 
with qualified coaches to develop and improve their rowing 
skills and technique.
The first several weeks were spent indoors completing circuits 
and developing their technique on the rowing machines. Then 
the last 4-6 weeks were spent out on the water on rowing boats, 
putting the techniques they had learnt into practice.

Celebrating National 
Numeracy Day
We celebrated National 
Numeracy Day in May with 
an all school challenge 
open to all students and 
staff.
The task was to guess the 
amount of money in the jar. 
The staff challenge was won 
by Mrs Parkin and the 
student challenge was won 
by a team of Y11 girls: Becca, 
Ellie, Megan and Jaden.
The number and standard of 
entries was fantastic. Better 
luck to everyone who wasn’t 
successful for next year.

This year saw an exciting competition at Thornaby 
Academy - making and racing rocket cars! All of Year 7 
were involved in designing, building and racing their 
own rocket-propelled cars. 
The national competition called Race to the Line was run 
by the RAF and has been devised by the engineers 
responsible for designing and making the Bloodhound Car 
– a car they are developing to reach a land speed of over 
1000 mph. In late March, the RAF came to Thornaby 
Academy and raced all of our rocket cars - a truly exciting 
morning that included a drone to take photos of the event. 
Our winning three teams then went into the regional 
school’s final at RAF Leeming in the summer term where 
they faced 80 other teams and had to design and build a 
new car from scratch in only 90 minutes - teachers were 
strictly not allowed to help. Our students did us extremely 
proud and although we did not win the regional final we 
came very close. RAF Sgt Kevin Stannard commented on 
the extremely good manners of our students and told us 
we had the best design for our axle that he had seen 
throughout the entire competition. Well done Year 7!

Tegan Y11 along with Assistant Principal, Diane Griffiths, represented 
Thornaby Academy at the Battle of Britain commemoration on Sunday 
9 September 2018. Tegan joined local dignitaries, including Thornaby 
Mayor, Mr Walmsley in laying a wreath at the airman statue on 
Thornaby Road to commemorate the service and sacrifice of local men 
who fought during the Battle of Britain.
Tegan was: “Proud and honoured to lay a wreath on such an important 
occasion.”  
The commemoration included a poignant service and was a touching 
tribute to local heroes who fought to secure our future.  

Battle of Britain Commemoration
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