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Frequently Asked Questions
How many options can I choose?
You will choose three options.

What if students cannot do their chosen course?
We hope that the courses offered will be available to all the students who want them but we will ask you
to give us two alternative/reserve choices.
Despite every effort to give all students their preferred choice, this may not always be possible.
Alternatives may have to be considered if:


Too many students opt for a particular course



Too few students select a particular course



We wish to advise a better range of courses to meet a student’s needs



Combinations of courses are chosen which are impossible to timetable

We will write to you in the summer term to confirm your choices.

Can students change their mind?
We always do our best to ensure that all students’ choices can be matched but please bear in mind that
students who submit options after the deadline may not find it possible to be placed on their first choice
courses. As soon as the options deadline has passed, work begins on timetabling. Alterations to choices
may not be possible from this point onwards.
Once a decision has been made and a course begun, it is extremely difficult to make any changes. It is
therefore essential that time and thought be given to the combination of courses to be taken.

What support is there to decide which options to take?
1. Subject staff will be available to discuss option courses.
2. A careers advisor will be available.

What are Option English and Maths?
Within the academy we are constantly assessing students’ performance in the key subjects of GCSE Maths
and English. We will therefore identify some students who would benefit from using option time to study
extra Maths and/or English. This will replace one of their option choices. The academy reserves the right
to make this decision where we feel it will be in the best interests of the student. Where this applies,
students and parents/carers will be kept fully informed.
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Your Career Choice
Some of you may already have a very clear idea about the career path that you would like to follow whilst
others may not. If you are undecided at this stage try and write down the areas that you think you may
want to work in.
For example:


I definitely want to be a teacher



I think I might want to be a lawyer



I want to work with people



Something to do with ICT



I want to be able to travel a lot



Working with animals appeals to me



Media and advertising really appeal to me

Please return your completed form by

Wednesday 14th October

What happens next?
We will collate your option choices and then confirm the choices you selected with you to ensure we have
entered it correctly. We will then work on the possible combinations for your option choices. If there are
any problems with your choices we will speak to you as soon as possible.
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YEAR 9 TO 11- KS4 OPTION INFORMATION
All students follow a timetable week containing 25 x 1 hour periods, plus Form Tutor time.
This 25 period week is split into compulsory Core subjects and Option subjects.

Year 9 –11

English
Maths
Core

Science
PE
Life

In Year 9 to 11, students will follow their chosen courses. Although most
courses will complete at the end of Year 11, some courses may complete at
the end of Y10.
EBacc options (Geography, History and Spanish) will continue until the end
of Year 11.
Option
In Year 11, students may receive extra support with English and/or maths.
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Terminology that may help you and your child
Core

These are compulsory subjects such as English and Maths

Option

Students can pick THREE option subjects to study over Year 9 to 11

Key Stage 4

Programmes of study for students in Year 9 to 11

EBacc

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a school performance indicator linked to
the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). It measures the
percentage of students in a school who achieve 5 or more grades of 5 or above
in traditionally academic GCSE subjects.

Level 1

GCSE grade 4-1 or equivalent

Level 2

GCSE grade 9-5 equivalent

GCSE

A level 2 course graded 9-1. These are assessed by a mix of examination and
coursework (see individual subject guides for further information)

BTEC/OCR National

A level 2 vocational qualification graded pass/merit/distinction/distinction*
which is equivalent to a GCSE. It is mostly portfolio/coursework based, usually
with an exam element (see individual subject guides for further information)
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Year 9 options choice form

Name ______________
Tutor Group _________

Option 1:
Please select from History or Geography
Please tick one box only
History
Geography
Option 2:
Please choose 3 options and 2 reserves from the list below
Subject
Spanish
Child Development
Art *
Food
DT
Music
Photography *
Sport
Dance
Enterprise and
Marketing
IT
Religious

Option Choice (Please tick 3)

Reserve (Please tick 2)

Education

*Please note that you cannot select both Art and Photography.
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14-16 Pathways through Thornaby Academy
The information below shows subjects grouped at GCSE and Post 16 courses. Not all GCSE and BTEC
courses in each group lead directly onto the Post 16 course - more guidance on this should be sought from
subject leaders.

Level 2 -

Department

GCSE/BTEC
Art & Design—GCSE

ART

Photography—GCSE

Food Preparation & Nutrition—Level 2 Qualification

Design and
Technology

Design & Technology—GCSE

Music—Level 2 Qualification

Arts

Child Development—Level 2 Qualification

English Language—GCSE

English

English Literature—GCSE

Geography—GCSE

Humanities

History—GCSE
Religious Studies—GCSE

ICT—Level 2 Qualification

ICT and Media

Business & Enterprise—Level 2 Qualification
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Level 2 -

Department

GCSE/BTEC

Modern Foreign

Spanish—GCSE

Languages
Maths—GCSE

Maths
Physical

Sport Science—Level 2 Qualification
Dance - Level 2 Qualification

Education

Science GCSE

Science

Triple Science GCSE
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CORE SUBJECT - ENGLISH
GCSE English is vital for a whole range of employment options, college and university courses. For most
jobs, employers will look for good communication skills, both written and spoken, and the ability to read
with insight and understanding. Jobs using English specifically can include work in Media, Journalism,
Advertising, Public Relations, Management and Teaching.
Students study both English Language and English Literature and are expected to complete the course at
the end of Year 11.

In English Language, they will read and answer questions on a variety of fiction and non-fiction extracts,
exploring writers’ intentions and different reactions of different readers. They will complete a variety of
transactional writing tasks, including articles, reviews, speeches and letters. They will also develop skills
for narrative writing with a variety of titles and techniques to engage and sustain the reader’s attention.
In English Literature, there will be opportunities to study a range of texts including plays, novels and
poems. Some texts are modern and others are from our literary heritage.

Assessment will take the form of examinations at the end of the course.

GCSE English is a very important qualification, and a good GCSE grade, together with a similar grade in
Maths, is the gateway to many careers and courses of higher education.

10

CORE SUBJECT - MATHS
Maths is a gateway into all sorts of exciting future careers - Computer Games Designer, Formula 1
Engineer, Aerodynamicist, Engineer, Music Producer, Air-Traffic Controller, Banker, Defence Analyst,
Designer, Statistician, Investment Analyst, Economist, Tax Advisor, Statistician, Accountant, Actuary,
Auditor, Modelling Analyst, Stockbroker, Architect and Systems Analyst.

Maths is a linear GCSE course and students will complete this course at the end of Year 11.

There are 6 main areas of study - Number, Ratio, Algebra, Geometry and Measures, Probability and
Statistics. These areas of study are assessed through exams at the end of the course.
Students will continue to study Mastery experienced in Year 7 and Year 8. Each theme focusses on the
key areas of Numeracy and looks to enhance the student's mathematical fluency (ability to answer
questions efficiently and accurately), and also develops their mathematical reasoning and problem
solving skills. Each theme is designed to stretch the student by depth of understanding rather than
going onto the next stage. Examples of some of the themes studied include Place value, Multiplication
and Division, Prime Factors, Negative numbers, Ratio problems and Amounts as percentages

We know that to give students the best chances of gaining employment or entry to higher education
they must achieve the highest grade possible in Maths.
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CORE SUBJECT - SCIENCE
Students can go on to study A levels in Physics, Biology and Chemistry. These advanced subjects can then
lead to University Science study. Professions then include Medicine, Teaching, Veterinary Science,
Pharmacology, Forensic Science, Cosmology, Space Science, Oceanography and Engineering.
All student will follow GCSE Science over two years. Most students will achieve two GCSEs in combined
science, and some students will achieve three GCSEs (Triple Science).
Students will study the following topics:
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

1. Cell biology

8. Atomic structure and the periodic

18. Energy

2. Organisation

table

19. Electricity

3. Infection and response

9. Bonding, structure, and the

20. Particle model of matter

4. Bioenergetics

properties of matter

21. Atomic structure

5. Homeostasis and response

10. Quantitative chemistry

22. Forces

6. Inheritance, variation and

11. Chemical changes

23. Waves

evolution

12. Energy changes

24. Magnetism and

7. Ecology

13. The rate and extent of chemical

electromagnetism

change

25. Space Physics

14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources

Science GCSEs are very important qualifications and good GCSE grades demonstrate many
transferrable skills that are desirable by both Further Education providers and employers.

12

CORE SUBJECT - LIFE
This is a core subject and covers students’ entitlement to Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE),
Citizenship, RE, Work Related Learning and Economic Wellbeing.

This is done via teacher assessment and self assessment.

All students are required and entitled to follow the LIFE course.

This course will support students through all aspects of real life beyond the classroom. It also offers an
element of careers education and work related education.

All modules include a variety of resources and teaching methods. Many involve outside experts visiting
to address students.

Key Questions
1.
2.

How might being brought up religious affect your life?
3.

4.

Why is staying safe online so important?

What happens in the European Union?

What happens during Puberty and how will these changes affect me?

5.
6.

What is stress, what causes it and how do you deal with it?
7.

8.

What place does religion have in modern society?

What are the dangers, side effects and social impacts of alcohol and drugs?
9.

10.

What counts as safe sex?

Which countries still have the Death Penalty?

What are the impacts of divorce on families and what does the law say?

The LIFE course intends to prepare you for later life by looking at different aspects of society and
analysing how it will affect our own lives and those around us. These lessons will ensure that you are
not only prepared academically for life outside the academy but also emotionally.
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CORE SUBJECT - PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Students will have one core PE lesson in Years 9 to 11.

Core Physical Education has a high practical content that ensures that activity levels remain the premier focus of the course.

Students will be set based on practical ability however this is a continual process and we expect to see students moving
between groups throughout the year.

Students will work on a variety of activities including:
• Outwitting opponents (activities such as netball, football, rounders and tennis)
• Accurate replication (activities such as gymnastics)
• Performing at maximum levels (activities such as athletics and fitness)
• Identifying and solving problems (activities such as orienteering)

It is hoped that the introduction to these concepts will supplement and inspire both development of lifelong participation and
elite success.

In addition, Core PE will form a basis for those students who are studying a Level 2 in Sport Studies or intend to study PE in the
future.
Although there is no formal assessment as part of core Physical Education assessment still takes place and students will be
given a grades for each different activity that they will take part in for students and parents/carers to track progress.

Assessment takes a variety of forms,

Including:
Peer assessment
Self assessment
Teacher observations

It gives you the opportunity to experience a range of different activities.
It can positively improve your health and fitness.
Core PE has the potential to develop both life long participation and elite performances.
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OPTIONS
The option courses which students can choose from, to start in Year 9 are:
Art

Art and Design GCSE
Photography GCSE

Design and Technology

Design & Technology GCSE
Food Preparation & Nutrition Level 2 Qualification

Arts

Music Level 2 Qualification
Child Development Level 2 Qualification

ICT & Business

ICT Level 2 Qualification
Business & Enterprise Level 2 Qualification

Modern Foreign Languages

Spanish GCSE

PE

Sport Studies Level 2 Qualification
Dance Level 2 Qualification

Humanities

Religious Studies GCSE

What sort of future planning should students be doing?
Where possible, if students have a goal to aim for, this can help focus their choice of courses. Having said that, we fully
understand that many students will not have a career path planned out or may change their plans. Our curriculum has the
flexibility to accommodate this and we would also encourage students to choose a broad range of courses over Key Stage 4 to
keep their future options open.
The Level 2 Threshold criteria, set by the government, which may become the admissions criteria for further or higher
education establishments and employment, expects students to have achieved good grades in:
•
•
•
•

GCSE Maths
GCSE English
Any three GCSE qualifications from the Sciences, Geography, History or Languages
A further three qualifications from a list of approved qualifications which maybe either GCSE, BTEC or other approved
qualifications.

Thornaby Academy is committed to supporting all students in the core curriculum and through their option choices to
achieve this threshold.
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Subject

Art

Qualifications

GCSE in Art & Design (AQA)

Course content

Portfolio of Work 60% Overall Grade
2 Projects
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four assessment objectives. It must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the realisation of intentions and a selection of further work undertaken during the student’s course of study.

Exam Project 40% Overall grade
1 Project (Externally set exam paper)
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set exam paper relating to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment obAssessment

Portfolio

requirements

•• No time limit
•• 96 marks
•• 60% of GCSE
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.
Exam Project
•• Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time (Exam)
•• 96 marks

•• 40% of GCSE
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college and modProgression
Routes

On successful completion. Students can access all A ‘level Art courses offered at
our Local Colleges, . E.g. A-Level Graphic Communication, Fine Art, History of Art,
Photography, Textiles with Fashion
There are many routes in further Art education through BTEC Courses and other

Career
Opportunities

GCSE Art and Design can be a valuable asset for a number of careers, such as florist, hairdresser and makeup artist ,nursery nurse, as well as the more obvious
careers in the world of Art, including architecture, display work, museum and
gallery work, painting and decorating, jewellery making and marketing, tailoring
and textile work.
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Subject

Art and Design : Photography

Qualifications

GCSE

Course content

Students will work in one or more area(s) of photography, such as those listed
below:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessment
requirements

portraiture
location photography
studio photography
experimental imagery
installation
documentary photography
photo-journalism
moving image: film, video and animation
fashion photography

In Component 1 (portfolio) students develop responses to initial starting points,
project briefs or specified tasks and realise intentions informed by research, the
development and refinement of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected
sources. Responses will include evidence of drawing for different purposes and
needs and written annotation.
In Component 2 (externally set assignment) students respond to a starting point
provided by AQA. This response provides evidence of the student’s ability to
work independently within specified time constraints, realise intentions that are
personal and meaningful and explicitly address the requirements of all four
assessment objectives.

Progression
Routes

On successful completion. Students can access all A ‘level Art courses offered at
our Local Colleges, . E.g. A-Level Graphic Communication, Fine Art, History of
Art, Photography, Textiles with Fashion
There are many routes in further Art education through BTEC Courses and other
national diplomas.

Career
Opportunities

Photographers are in great demand in many areas including ; Fashion and
design, Wedding photography, Estate agency work, Medical photography,
Commercial and Advertising photography.
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Subject

Food Preparation and Nutrition

Qualifications

GCSE

Course content

This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course
which focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough
understanding of nutrition and the working characteristics of food. At its heart,
this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give
them a strong understanding of nutrition, which will prepare them for life, and
of course a career in the food industry if they choose.

Assessment
requirements

50% Exam, 50% non-exam assessment (NEA).
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks (20 marks from multi-choice)
NEA Task 1: Food investigation looking at the working characteristics of
ingredients.

Progression
Routes

Career
Opportunities

NEA Task 2: Food preparation assessment, where students prepare cook and
present three dishes in a three hour time period.
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further
study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food
industries.

Students may progress into a range of specialist careers including:


Chef



Product development



Nutritionist
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Subject

Child Development

Qualifications

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Children's Play, Learning and
Development

Course content

Within this course you will study three different units which cover the following
topics:
1.

Patterns of child development

2.

Promoting children's development through play

3.

The principles of early years practise

Students who have an interest in the Health and Social Care sector should
consider taking this course.
Assessment
requirements

2 of the units are internally assessed and verified by completing assignments

Progression
Routes

Students can access many A Level and BTEC Health and Social Care courses
offered at local Colleges. These range from Level 1 Entry Level to Level 3
Diploma.

Career
Opportunities

Career paths include Health and Social Care Work, EYFS teacher, Childminder,
Dentistry, NHS catering, Nursery Nursing, Residential Home Care Work, Social
Work and Therapy.

1 unit (Patterns of child development ) is an external exam.
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Subject

Design & Technology

Qualifications

GCSE

Course content

This course will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in
an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn
from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social,
cultural, environmental and economic factors.

Assessment
requirements

Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and
making, and apply technical and practical expertise. Design and Technology
allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles that
include a broad range of design processes, materials, techniques and
equipment.
50% Exam, 50% non-exam assessment (NEA).

Written exam: 2 hours
NEA task: A design and make project in which students put together a design
portfolio and make a prototype product.

Progression
Routes

Career
Opportunities

Students can work in the following materials: papers and boards, timber, metal,
polymers, textiles or electronic and mechanical systems.
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further
study in their chosen specialism, or embark on an apprenticeship.

Students may progress into a range of specialist careers including:


Designer



Project management
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Subjects

Qualifications
Course content

Music
BTEC First in Music
The BTEC Music course consists of four units of work that need to be completed in full throughout Year 10 and 11.
Unit 1 – Introduction to the Music Industry (Exam)
Unit 2 – Managing a Music Product – Putting on a concert in Year 10
Unit 4 – Introduction to Composition – Composing four songs
Unit 5 – Introduction to Performance – Performing two songs

Assessment

Unit 1* – Introduction to the Music Industry

requirements

(25% weighting, a one hour examination externally assessed)
Unit 2* – Managing a Music Product
(25% weighting, internally assessed)
Unit 4 – Introduction to Composition
(25% weighting, internally assessed)
Unit 5 – Introduction to Performance
(25% weighting, internally assessed)
*These units are mandatory.

Progression
Routes

BTEC Level 3 in Music (Stockton Sixth Form and Middlesbrough College)
BTEC Level 3 in Performing Arts (Stockton Riverside College)
A Level Music

Career
Opportunities

Performer
Teacher
Examiner

DJ
Events Organiser
Administrator
Composer
Recording/Sound Engineer
Music Publisher
Music Journalist
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Subject

Geography

Qualifications

GCSE Geography

Course content

The course is divided in the two areas of Physical and Human Geography
• Living with the Physical Environment
• Challenges in the Human environment
• Geographical applications
• Geographical skills

Assessment
requirements

Three exams are taken at the end of the course.

Progression Routes

Students can use geography to go on to study it at college.
Others use the subject to help develop literacy skills, analytical skills,
debating skills, investigative skills and teamwork; this will show colleges a
student’s suitability to a number of courses.

Living with the Physical Environment 1hr 30 mins.
Challenges in the Human environment 1hr 30 mins.
Geographical applications and Geographical skills 1hr 15mins.

Geography works well in combination with the sciences, Business and
English at college.

Career
Opportunities

As Geography is a broad subject, it fits well with any job opportunity as it
offers a wide range of skills. Many employers favour Geography over other
subjects as they understand that it makes students more rounded
individuals, with an insight into a broad range of areas.

Careers in which Geography supports include lawyers, solicitors, town
planners, primary and secondary teachers, working with GIS, civil servants,
the leisure industry and the rapidly expanding renewable energy industry
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Subject

History

Qualifications

GCSE History

Course content

The course is divided into three sections which are each assessed by an
exam.
•

Crime and Punishment through time, c1000-present. Whitechapel 18701900 (crime and policing)

• Anglo–

Saxon and Norman England 1066-1088 and The American West,
c1835-c1895

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

Assessment
requirements

Paper 1 (30%) 1hr 15 Thematic study (20%). Historical environment (10%)
Paper 2 (40%) 1hr 45mins British Depth study (20%).
Period study (20%)
Paper 3 (30%) 1hr 15 Modern Depth Study

It requires the ability to analyse and evaluate various types of evidence
and reach conclusions by making informed judgements.

Progression Routes

It is also essential to be able to write extended pieces of written work
making explicit links to the point of the question.
Students may wish to study history at college and FE.
It could lead to FE associated directly with the subject: A’levels, Degree or
Masters. The links with English are explicit as well as other social subjects:
psychology, sociology, philosophy and also theology.

Career
Opportunities

Direct links to: teaching primary/secondary, museums, archaeology,
historical writing, war graves and ancestry, historical drama, archivist,
librarian, lecturer, tourist guide, researcher, heritage consultant, charity
fund raiser, records manager, genealogist, site visitor services, politics.
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Subject

ICT

Qualifications

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology

Course content

The OCR GCSE (9-1) Computer Science is divided into three components:
Component 01 – Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques
Component 02 – Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data
Component 03—3 Effective Digital Working Practices
What is the difference between ICT and Computing? ICT looks at the development and
application of skills such as project planning, iterative design of a user interface, using data
manipulation tools to create a dashboard, interpreting and drawing conclusions from data.
Computer Science concentrates on how the computer works,
hardware, software,
programming, networks and data representation. The course is designed specifically for
students who have an interest in computer science and want to follow a career in programming!

Assessment
requirements

The assessment consists of one written examination and 2 externally moderated non-exam
assessment.

Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Internal assessment for these
components has been designed to relate to achievement of application of the conceptual
underpinning for the sector through realistic tasks and activities. This style of assessment
promotes deep learning through ensuring the connection between knowledge and practice.
There is one external assessment, Component 3, it provides the main synoptic assessment for
the qualification. Component 3 builds directly on Components 1 and 2, and enables learning to
be brought together and related to a real-life situation. Component 3: Effective Digital Working
Practices requires learners to apply performances skills and techniques in response to a brief and
stimulus developing group performance workshop for a selected audience.

Progression
Routes

Study of the qualification learning will help learners to make more informed choices for further
learning, either generally or in this sector. The choices that learners can make post-16 will
depend on their overall level of attainment and their performance in the qualification. Learners
who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:
A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects. Study of a vocational
qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners to enter
employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the
digital sector

Career
Opportunities

Learners who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider
progression to: study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work,
to progression to employment, to apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. For these
learners, the attitudes and the reflective and communication skills covered in this qualification
will help them achieve. Study of IT Support or Digital Technology through the study of a
Technical Certificate. Learners who perform strongly in this qualification compared to their
overall performance should strongly consider this progression route as it can lead ultimately to
employment in the digital sector.
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Subject

Spanish

Qualifications

GCSE Spanish

Course content

Theme 1: Identity and culture (four topics)
Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
Topic 2: Free-time activities
Topic 3: Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries/communities
Topic 4: Marriage/partnership
Topic 5 Technology in everyday life

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest (four topics)
Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Topic 2: Social issues
Topic 3: Global issues
Topic 4: Travel and tourism
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment (four topics)
Topic 1: My studies
Topic 2: Life at school/college
Topic 3: Education post-16
Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions.

Assessment
requirements

GCSE Spanish has a Foundation and Higher Tier
Paper 1: Listening- 25% of GCSE :
• Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier) / 45 minutes (Higher Tier)
(Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time of the question paper before the listening stimulus is
played.)
Paper 2: Speaking- 25% of GCSE:
• Non-exam assessment

• 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time
• 10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time
Paper 3: Reading - 25% of GCSE
• Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier) / 1 hour (Higher Tier)
Paper 4: Writing- 25% of GCSE

Progression Routes

Career
Opportunities

• Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier) / 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
Students can use Spanish to support their study of languages at college and university. Others may
choose to use the subject to develop their literacy skills, understanding of grammatical structures,
communication skills, interest in other cultures and traditions or for holiday conversation. Studying a
language shows colleges and prospective employers than individual is dynamic, socially mature and has
the ability to acquire a complex skill that can drive success.
Spanish is an inspiring subject that is well suited to many career paths; it offers a wide range of
essential skills making candidates highly attractive to prospective employers. Many organisations are
keen to employ individuals who have studied a language as it demonstrates deep insight into a broad
range of areas.
Employment positions include, international journalism, translator, travel agent, tour guide, global
business executive, solicitor, teacher, politician to name some.
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Subjects

Physical Education (PE)

Qualifications

OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in in Sport Studies

Course content

The Sport Studies course is delivered through units which will focus on both the
theory and practical elements of the subject.
The course is split into four units, three are assignment based and one is assessed by examination (RO51).
**All four units must be passed to successfully attain this qualification.

Assessment

The Sport Studies course is divided into four units:

requirements

R051: Contemporary issues in sport
R052: Developing sports skills
R053: Sports leadership
R054: Sport and the media

Progression
Routes

A Level Physical Education (PE)

Career
Opportunities

Sports Scientist

BTEC Level 2 or 3 in Sport

PE Teacher
Physiotherapist
Professional Sportsperson
Sports Coach/Consultant

Personal Trainer
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Subject
Qualifications

Religious Studies
GCSE

Course
content

What will I learn?
Component 1—The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
Christianity:
Students will be taught about Christianity as the main religious tradition in Great
Britain. Students will study the influence of the beliefs, teachings and practices
of Christianity on individuals, communities and societies. Students will study the
key beliefs, practices, worship and festivals together with the role of the church
in the local and worldwide community.
Islam:
Students will be taught that Islam is one of the diverse religious traditions and
beliefs in Great Britain today. Students will study the influence of the beliefs,
teachings and practices of Islam on individuals, communities and societies.
Students will study a range of different Muslin perspectives including those from
Sunni and Shi’a Islam. Students will study the key beliefs, authority, practices,
worship, duties and festivals.

Component 2—Thematic Studies
Students will study four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes :
Relationships and families
Assessment
requirements

Religion and life

Religion, peace and conflict
Religion, crime and punishment
Written exam on Beliefs, Teachings and Practices:
I hour 45 mins—96 marks (2 religions, each worth 48 marks)
Written exam on Thematic Studies

1 hour 45 mins—96 marks (4 themes, each work 24 marks)
Progression
Routes

You could go on to study AS and A2 in RE, Theology, Ethics or Philosophy

Career
Opportunities

RS is valued highly as a subject studied in law, the police, social work and the
caring professions

RS is valued highly as a subject studied in law, the police, social work and the
caring professions.
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Subject

Business

Qualifications

Enterprise and Marketing Level 2 Certificate

Course content

Students at KS4 will complete the Enterprise and Marketing Level 1/2 Certificate
qualification . This is a vocational qualification (equivalent to a GCSE grade).
What does the qualification cover?
This qualification will give students the opportunity to develop sector-specific
knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment.
The main focus is on the knowledge, understanding and skills required to
research, set up, run, review and monitor a business. Students will develop
transferable skills that include market research, planning, carrying out financial
transactions, communication and problem solving, whilst instilling knowledge of
the features and characteristics of enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the
internal and external factors that can affect the performance of an enterprise

Assessment
requirements

Students are required to complete and achieve all the components included in
the qualification:
The course is split into 3 units..
RO64—this unit is assessed through an 1 hour exam and marked externally
RO65—this unit is assessed through a controlled assignment.
RO66—this unit is assessed through a controlled assignment.

Career Progression

As business is a broad subject and every job will be a form of business this qualification
can help get you into any career that you desire. From an accountant, bank manager
business advisor, beauty therapist, sales assistant teacher or to a business owner.

The skills and qualities you will gain whilst studying this qualification are:
Teamwork
You'll need to be able to listen to other team members and take on board each others
opinions and ideas
Problem solving
Some jobs particularly require problem solving skills and creative thinking to recognise
problems and their causes, to identify a range of possible solutions.
Business management

Some jobs require a good understanding f how business work and management skills to
help the business run smoothly
Customer service
Any jobs which involves contact with customers requires good customer service skills.
Financial planning
You will develop a good understanding of business and finance, combined with accuracy
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Subjects
Qualifications
Course content

Dance
BTEC in Performing Arts
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which
cover the:
•

Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in Performing Arts such as reproducing repertoire or responding to stimuli

•

Process that underpins effective ways of working in the Performing Arts, such as development of ideas, rehearsal and performance

•

Attitudes that are considered most important in the Performing Arts, including personal
management and communication

•

Assessment

Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such
as roles, responsibilities, performance disciplines and styles.
There are 3 components to the course:

requirements

1.Exploring the Performing Arts ( Internal assessment)

2.Developing Skills and techniques in the Performing Arts (Internal Assessment)
3. Responding to a brief—students apply performances skills and techniques in response to a
brief and stimulus developing group performance workshop for a selected audience. (External
assessment)

Progression
Routes

A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Performing Arts, which
prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships,
Higher education by studying a degree in the Performing Arts or Production Arts areas.

Career
Opportunities

Performer
Teacher
Examiner
Choreographer
Dance Movement therapy
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